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At the Funeral of '- 


"i Martha Robient 


. Who decealed September the 15th. 
+. at Colcheſter, 1700; 


*n arged into a Diſcourſe on the EXCELEn 
| {Li and Sage Hoe of a _— 
bo From. 2: Tim. 4. 7,8 


a an Het into the Reaſons of the Grand 
Yohihitron on the Servants of 'to-conti- 
in his Service ; Genify *to them 

Ars, Heb, 7. 23. Jt 


Mr. Benjamin Perkins, 


Church-Strect, 


anon FAS 
RR WE cd CH am... 1 . = RH 


” - 
F_ © 


62” a A * < xy & 
SERM OOTY 
OF 


Mr. Benjamin Perkins 


m7 + oo wv 


4.At, the Funeral of Y : 


Mrs. Martha Robient 


. Who deceaſed September the 15th. 
ax. Af Colebelter, 1700. 


Ig into a Diſcourſe on the excelle y 
3 2h and Glorious rn of a Chtiftian. ; 
| From 2: Tm. 4. 7,8 
Nich an; Enquiry into the Reaſons of the G ANC 
dhibitſon on the Servants of to'con 5 

" mgthere- in his Service ; ſignify'd © to them 

by. Death : woe Heb. 7. 23. | 
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Mr. Thomas © 
AND  Proor. 


Mrs. Sarah © 


Inliabiting the Town of Colcheſter, 
vary Eftcemed Chriſtian Bind 

I S I have taken the Full Freedom of 
| changing, and making Additions to 

the on committed to my Revt 
{al at your Defire, and. with the Confent of 
Mr. Perkins; So 1 do in his Name, and I 
doubt not, with his Defire, as well as-my own, 
give it into your Hand, as Perſons To neatly 
concern'd in, and xelated w Her , who was the 
mournful , and alſo the to be rejoiced in, 
occafion of it ; as the Teſtimony of my fhe- 


| occaſional Miniftration of the Goſpel at 


 membranceof Her, and of all the Kindneſgge- 
ceived from You, when with You-in He 


cheſter. As God hath made. you, Lam 


perſwaded, Inſtruments of Gaod, mags 
| hath placed You; fo that He waul __ 


; Ctife ro You bath, and make 


Wn TI 


| You, and Your growing up Family, aud. 


this Diſcourſe, and increaſe You in alk Gr; 
and Service to Him, is the Earnelt Prayer of; 


/F-My Efteemed Friends in the Lord, 


Joor Faithſjul Friend, 
And Servant. in Him, . 


-» :T, Beverley. 
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PREFACE 
| T0'THE ” 
Serious, Candid, Chriſtian 


READER. 


T hath been always looked upon as one of 4 


—_ At 


[9 Es en oe 


the greateſt Points 7 the Wiſdom #$/ a 
Man, 10 underſtand, and to conſider 
Death, to reſearth into all the Rules of pru- 
dent Conduct in the preparing for, and regula- | 
ring our Reception of it : All the great Men' of 
'F Morals have Treated of it,as one of the prin- ' 
erpal Points of Morality ;, but it is the Excel- 
lency and" Glory of the Word of God, to have | 
underſtood the Way, and Path of this Wiſ- 
dom; before whom Death and the Grave ore | - 
Naked and Open, 2nd Deftruftion hath 20 
Covering: That alone Teacheth to number 
our Days, ſo as to apply our Hearts to Wil- * 
dom: To make wiſe, 10 underſtand this , * 
zo confider Qur latter end ; Thijs gives. the | 
| fare | 


A 
4 
lf | 


The Preface. 
Sure Grouni's of Hope" in Death; : yea;" of 
Triumph, of appearing more than ve- 
rors over Death. 

T have conſidered the many Removes God 
hath of late made of many eminent Per- 
ſons of all Conditions; From that, ever to 
be with __ remembred, firs the late 
Queen; that ( /o very lately ) Nluſtrrous youn 
Duke of Coke 0 A Venerdble- Per: 
ſon, Dr. Tillotſon, A. B. C. thoſe truly Honour- 
able Perſons, Judge Rokeby, Paul Foley, E/g, 
in bis time Speaker of the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons : the very Eminent 
Chriſtian, the Lady King, /ate Wife to 
the fo known Phyſician $ir Edmund King : 
Many Eminent Miniſters of the Goſpel , 
Mr. Thomas Cole, Mr. Nathaniel Mather, 
Mr. Matthew Mead, Dy. Bates; with many 
others of very worthy Name, and I cannot 
omit, becauſe ſo early taken, that young Hope- 
ful Servant of Chriſt in the Goſpel, Mr. Philip 
King. The Conſideration of ſo - many great 
Examples of Dying gave me deep Searchings 
of Heart, what the —_ and Meaning. of 
ſuch Tranſpoſes ſhould be , and nothing bath 
given me greater Satisfattion, than the Re- 
fleflions | have been enabled to make on the 
Great Fligh Prieſt and Apoſtle of our Pro- 
fellion, 17 whom the Charter of all the Ser- 
vants of God from the firſt Promiſe of him, 
Gen. 3. 7s founded, and whoſe Interceſfien 
Bears them up, and_by whom they are o_ 
| Move 


The Preface. 


moved into Higher Galleries, Zach. 3. to 


che Walks of Angels, who always fland by, * 


or next the. Preſence-Chamber of the Great 
Kiog; warting His Appearing and Coming 
forth in Glory ; who hath the Ulnchangeable 
Priefthood, Himſelf alone, made after the 
Power of an endleſs Life: In the mean time 
therr Remove ( as it appears) bath the more 
ſevere Style of a Prohibition, Heb. 7. 23. to 
expreſs tt ;,or not being ſuffered ro continue,by 
Reaſon of Death : This manner of ſpeaking, 
upon the Occaſion of the Death of that ſo Ho- 
nourable ( beloved by all) Fudge Rokeby 
made great Impreſſion upon me, and Thoughts 
of Heart ;, as in a Publick Congregation I de- 
clared ſoon after; and it hath lain by me 
with an Intention of further Publication, 
For I know God ts pleaſed with His ſurviving 
Servants, in rendring Precious the Death 
of his Servants gone out of this State ;, even 
as 1n bis Sight, ſo in the Steht of others it 
ought to be precious, and not ſoon forgotten , 
and He is diſpleaſed, when the Righteous and 
Merciful are taken away, and none confiders, 
nor lays it to Heart; when They are taken 
from the Evil to come, (Oh that now it 
may not be for that end) and each one reſts on 
his Bed, walking in their Uprightneſs, 'E/ay 
57.1. Such general Honourable Memorials 
are pleaſing to our never-dying High-Prielt, 
though the profuſe Praiſes of Funeral Ser- 
mons, - 0 way encouraged hereby; the Occaft- 
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___ The'Prefact; 
on of the. preſent Publication is,” It having 


* |] "pleaſed God 10 remove a young Woman from 


| 4 =/ in Colcheſter, where I have had vcry 


kind Chrifttan Acquaintance and Reception , 
and had Opportunity of knowing and obſer- 
ving that Ferſon, as one, who gave all Rea+ 
ſons 'of Hope of her Love to Feſwus Chriſt, bis 
Truths, Holy Ways, axd to his Servants, and 
of Faith and Hope in Him: A Sermon bere- 
upon wes Preached in Remembrance of Her, 
by a Perſon, I muſt acknowledge a Stranger 10 


| me, my ſelf a Stranger 10 bim any'other way, 


than by Diſtourſe of Friends; this' Sermon 
Preſented to Them by Him, was by Him and 
Them, my very eftemeed Friends, the near 


| Relations of tbe Deceaſed, put wholly untter my 
| Power, And that Grand Scripture, ſo every way 


4 


| Servants of God Regs here; That, I hope, 


4 


Great in it ſelf, was ſo fitted to the great Pur- 
poſes of a Diſcourſe on that Prohibition of the 


without a juſt Reaſon of Offence on either 
| ſide, I took the Advantage of it, and not 
| ſighting, or waving, what I found to my Pur 
| poſe in the Sermon, have yet taken the Free- 


| dom to adapt all thereunto ; and have with the 


moſt Chriſtian Friendly Reſpetts 10 that Per- 
ſon, and to that Family, and to the Memory 
of their flee Relation; and as a Memo- 


| rial of the before-recited, with all other, the 


| Servants of God ſo lately remou'd, I have, 
jas I Earneſily Deſired 10 make it Pub- 
lick, ſo now done; And ſo, as that it may 

e 


| 


, The Preface. 
be both in Honour to them ; and alſo. may be re» 
commended to all the Iroing Servants of Chriſt, 
as @ Mirror of their own State in Life and 
Death, and that it might be bleſſed in general 
to all: Readers; but above all, that it might 
be ſupremely to the Hongur of the great Foun- 
der - of that Happy Socitty of his Servants, 


who appornts each thetr Meaſure in his Ser- | 
vice, and the Time of it, \ and leys bis Prohi- | 


bition #pon them of exceeding either, by Death. 
To Him"be the Glory, \ by the. meaneſ} and 
znworthieſt of his Servants, the Prayer of the 
Humbleft-Minifter cf bis Goſpel, Ig 


Mon. 9. Day 10. T. Beverley: 
4 
ave” 
| WE, 


FUNERAL 


*|SERMON: 


2 Tim. iv. ' Verſe vii. viti. 

& TI have fought a. good fight, I have famiſhs 
| ed my courſe,” I have kept the Faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for: me @ 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the Righteous Tidge ſhall _ give me 
at that Day : And not to me only, but 
anta all them alſo that love his ap- 

. pearmsg. 


Olomon the Wiſe tells us; To every 
thing. there-is a Seaſon, and a Time, 
a. lime to-be 'Born, and.a Tyme to Dre; 
a lime to Mourn, and a 1 ime to Re- 

Joyce; kcclel. 3. 1. &c. | F 1 
., I-doubr not, All the Godly and: the Se- 

rious,: and Seofible hens, preſent, will no- 


c* 


- A Funeral Sermon. | 

ly acknowledge with me, That this is a} 

TO #6”, n: Bit will it "nor. Jopk r 

| like the adventuring on a Paradox, to af-J 

| fam 6" your ;That it is alto a Time 70 "| 

'Y oyce + ES Ne” 2 | 
| F ”k Time it is indeed to Mowrn for the loſs 


H 
v 
| e 
of ſo dear a Relation, and ſo Pious andir 
8. | - Chriſtian 2 Friend :- But, axe we. nox-Chri-! x 
'F ſians' as/wellL/ as Men & [And while Na- 7 4 
J rure feeles, fighs, nay finks at the diſmal] a 
Loſs of Friends, or Rglatiqns: Gracg{hauld | a 
FT tumph 6ver Nature, and Faith over Sante. ! L 
| ile we-afe benoaning their lols , wel a 
ſhould be Rejoycing in the Crown andJr 
Glory of. Saints, of which-number ſhe was 15 
we have ſo great Reaſon to be a{{ured; Our! 
Deceaſed Friend was ofie -of their Num-! 
ber, who by their Holy. Converſation | give{g| 
a plain, and ſenſible demonſtration .of rhe! C 
Power of the Principles of our Holy Pro- !P! 

teſhon, both-by their Lite, and their Dearh | 
For Words have not that Energy abd , Force, Jal 
that Adﬀtion and Cobverſation, . hath ; a Jof 
ſhining Life, and a triumphant Death, per- 1x 
{wade beyond all the Power of Argu- Iſh 
ment, or charms of Rethoric. O! 
And concerning the n6t only unblamea- Jal 
bleneſs-, but Pioufneſs of her Life . 4or 
whoſe Death we now Mourn, it was ſg/vell IC 
known to allthat knew her , that the hath 3R 
therein a better CharaQer, than I can-give 3H 
ber , for modeſty of Stile, and Referves- of tw] 
-Exprefſion become me , when I confider 'the jot 
Modelty 
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; a9 Modeſty and Humility of her Deportment, 
pk 7 through the whole of her Life. 
af-y I come therefore now to the Text 'T 
Re-J have propolked to Diſcourſe upon. Fhe 
whole Text is drawn in Figures, borow- 
loſs? ed from the O/rmpic Games, well known mm 
and 3 the Times, and Places tm which the A- 
hri- } poſtle wrote. Games appointed for all the 
Na- J aCtivities of Perſons, prepared by Frame , 
malJ and Conſtitution of Body, Vigour ' 6f Mind, 
uid } and Inclination , and ftrittly Ditciplined, 
pe. 1! Dieted, and Exerciſed thereunto- Such an 
wel allufion is at other times : made ufe of by 
andthe Apoftle, as x Cor. 9. 24. And bei 
was | Santtined by the' Divine Spirit , 1s mol 
Ourjelegant and expreffive ;of holy Senſes. 
um-l In this Place The _— of the Gentiles 
zivelgives us under theſe Emb/ems a threefold 
the! CharaRer of himſelf ; and then ſets out rhe 
Pro- Prize. 
th,! 1. His Encountring , and Combating 
rce, fall the Temptarions of Satan within, and 
a Jof the World without ; wherein he Foxght, - 
per- Jnot as one that beateth the Air, but ar 
gu- {ſharps (as they ſay) with great etteCt for 
Offence and Defence, as thoſe Combatants 
alluded to uſed ro do. 
2. He (who received the Prize)F;nifbed bis 
.ourſe. Therein he-alludes ro rhoſe, who 
Run in a Race that they might Obtarn : 
16 Ran not as in certainly: He Ran the 
"whole Corſe of Doing and Suffering,, and 
of his Miniſtry, and : 7 the whole 
2 


Race 
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Race "of before him to the very Mark. 41 
2. He _ the Faith,” the great Fairh of J* 
the Goſpel, in union to the Crucified Ze- J 
Fas, which was the fcandal of the Zews Jt 
and Gentiles ; even the-Croſs of Chriſt, and þ 2 
the Obedience of Faith in all- the Ho- Ft 
lineſs, Mov tification to the World, and the 1v 
Luſts of it within, and withour ; and doth Þ; 
extend to all kinds of Suffering, Heavenly- Jt 
neſs of Mind , and Converſation : Hereby J £7 
he behaved himſelf, as a mighty Gatos þ 
that by no-means would ler go his Hold, 
or Depoſium, the Pear! of great Prize, or || b' 
ſurrender it{to the violence againſt it. a 
And fo he leads us to. the ſecond Part | e 
of this great Text, « under the ſame al, } 2 
tuſion,, The Crown, or the Prize ; nor d 
the Corruptible Crown of thoſe Games, | bt 
but the Incorrupiible;,, to. which the A-J 4 
poſtle refers, a Mar is not Crowned except he | bi 
ftriveLawfully ;ard herein he thus expreſſes } L 
himſelf; MHenceforth is laid up. for me a1 mn 
. Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Righteous] V: 
Lord ſhall groe me. | W 
. Before 1 begin with the Firſt Chara-J ki 
&ter,. I wauld . conſider the Apoſtles Ex-J W: 
reſſtion of himſelf, I. have Fought, 1 bavey 717 
Enifhed » I have Kept. - Now it is certain] D: 
the - Apoſtle, who acknowledges himſelty up 
thief of 'Snners, and leaſt-of Saints., would $f 10: 
not ſpeak --of himſelf, as in, or of, or byJ #7 
himſelf; bur is to be interpreted by 1 Cory Ar 
35- 10. .&c.. By the Grace of God. 1 aw wha loy 
SF, £8 6:  - v FEW 


A Funeral Sermon. s 
I am ,, and not I, but the Grace of God that 
# was with ae. And Gal. 2.10. 1 Live, yet 

$ not I, but Chriſt Liveth in: me. Alrho? 
my Fe, at the tir{t view, the Apoſtle may 


appear, as a ſelt-Subſiſting, a ſelt-Confident 
Perſon in that three fold (I:) Yet when 


the 1we duly weigh what he ſays in _ 

0 
ly- J thus, he confiders kimſelt as in Chriſt the 
by 3 Head-, and Sawour of the" Boy, who re+ 


xth 3 places, Not L: It 1thews, when he ſj 
reſented his, in all he Did and Suffered: 
Bur further , He is in all his united to. him 
by Faith, He doth «a/l their Works* in then, 
| and for 1h, ard thus in him, by the Pow- 
art | er they receive irom him, by being ſtrong 
al-J the Grace, that 1s, in Jeſas Chriſt. They 
not do all, They do, 1o thar the Apoſtle when 
es, | be ſaich, (1) does nor mean himſelf, by (1 
A-J as fingle, 1olitary, divided trom Chriſt 
he 4 but as in-him, by him; as to. rhe S bh, 
ſes 3 Lite, Principle he acted trom. He: did all 
- a4 in Chriſt z and not only to, but as the 
ous} Power, and the Action flowing from it 
was in Chrilt ; So the acceptance, the ma- 
4-1 king up the Impertections, the raking a- 
| way the Guilt, the Corruption; The ſet- 
f ting him free from the Law of Sin and 
in} Death , In regard of condemnation falling 
4 upon Sin diwe//ing in bi. In all this, he 
# looks wholly to Chriſt, and ſo his Fjgh- 
| ting, Finiſhing his Courſe, keeping the Faub, 
Are . to be limited; Noz I, bur Chiift a- 
hat.) lone didall in me and was accepted for me 
, Hiwall.- -- This 
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+ This is therefore, the not only Encourgre 
it, but the very ſapport, nay moreFp/ 
the fablitince of Saints in all [their holygo c 
Attion and Motion: All is in Chriſt. 0 
- And this is their confolation in theft 
midit of 15 many Clouds of Guilt , andÞ 
ImperteQion; that they bave a faithful an{Go: 
merciful bigh Prieft who makes Reconcili-gro 
efron; and perfumes their Perſons, and ef 
fervices with his much Incex/e. And tho'Yot 
many are ignorant of this great Goſpel Do-J * 
rin, this was the confolation of ourfen 
Friend indher Dying Hours. | 
' Now this Explication of the Apoſtles K 
28 it ſhnts out on one fide all the Pharifaic 
Roaſts in our ſelves, all the Self-righreouſ: 
neſs andSel{-ſuthiciency of Legaliſts fo it ut- vi 
terly condemns all rhe Licenrious pretenfions 
of Camaliſts, to live as they pleaſe ; or to $i 
be Slochful , Negligent, Careleſs, UnaQtve 
in. theſe great Tranſactions : For though 
they live all in Chrift , depend wholly on & 
Him for acceptance ; yer all His are under 
the Holy Conftrams of Love, and the Obli- Fe 
garions of Filial Obedience ; and Chrilt in 
them is a Principle of Spiricual Lite, and 
_— Activity. So thar they can neither 
be looſe. or plead Liberty as a Cloak of Wick- 
ednefs, nor be dull, and ſtupid in the ways 
of Chriſt. And hercin our Deceaſed Friend 
had learned Chriſt ; In al things ſenkble of 
Dury ; but Living as to Juſtification and Ac- #: 
ceprances with God above, With thoſe, who 
| are 
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ourfire the Cireumcifion, Worſhipping God inthe 
oreF1irit, rejotcing in Chriſt Feſics ;, and having 
1olyFo confidence in the Heſb, and to the was able, 
ough ſo young x Perion;” to ling the 
thehf Victory : 0: Death Where 15 thy Sting 
andÞb -Grave ! Where is thy Vittory ? I thank 
an{God through Feſus Chrift my Loi d, who bath 
cili-groen me the Vattory.. This made Het ear- 
and heſtly deſire a remove out of the Body, 'axd 
tho'Y be with Chrift. | 
Do-J Thus I have given the'True Evangelical 
our ſenſe of the Apoſtle placing {> much upon 
imſelf, I have Fought, and Finghed, and 

tles Kepr. *Tis bur as it he had faid, I have, 
ich car do all things through Chrift ſtrength- 
,uſ: eine me: and I can look look upon all 
ut- fvith Joy and Triumaph , becauſe all my 
ons Impurities aud Impertcctions are anſwered 
' to For, 'and my Perſon is waſhed with” the 
ive Þure Water of his Sacrificmmg Blood. 

Let us then confider the great fence 
f the Apoftle ; 1 have faught a good Fight. 

herein he comes forth \in the {trength of 
. Pebovab Feſiuus Chrift the! Lord of Hoſts. As 
avid the Warrior of tbe Lord, under the 
nd Laptain of Satvation. Reſolved, and arm'd 
er $c-all Points ;\- and rhar had with Courage 
ck (nd Fideliry, almoſt now tothe very latt, 
yS Rarried on 10 fur, as his Station reach'd, 
nd' Fhe tull Conquaſt and Victory of Jefus 
«: riſt, he is now 17iumphing over all Ene- 
C- F105. | 
ho j For the Explaining of this warfare, 'in 
re the 
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the warrs of the Lord, as they are ſtiPd 
Nimb. 21. 14. We are to confider the Grea 
Lord mighty in 'Battle,, who arms all his 
even the Lon Jeſus, who appoints them 

who are theretore tiled Gd Soldiers 0 
Feſus Chrift,, who, hath Redeemed them 
from being 1laves of. Juſtice; of Wrath, of 
Satan; and they therefore are {aid to over 
rome by the: Blood. of the ' Lamb, So thei! 
very letting out is by his Blood ,, They are 
Arm'd by him with Courage, Spirit, and 
Might within. : He reaches. thers bands 11 
War, and- their Figgers 10. Fight, by bt 

they gun through a:Eroop, by him they leap 
overi.a Walls it is he. that Grirdeth then 
toith ſtrength tothe Baitcl, that they me 

help the Lord againſt: the mighty , and that 
all: Enemies: may . be ſub4ued ro. him z and 
trherefore the, Fight is called a:good Figh 
with great Reaſon. 
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- 1. The Apoſtle had to Fight wirh. hit] 


ſelf, Ris carnal Reaſon ro Throw down tht 
ſtrong bolds of. that ,, 10 bring. every thought 
gnto Captivity..to' Chriſt, all thoſe high 
Thoughts ot. ſelf-Kighteoulueſs, to 1lig 
all conferences with ticſh and: Blood, apt: 
to repel them, | when tempted. to ſuch dt 
loyal Treaties; to bring under the Lat 
bis Members that warred againſt the Lat 
of . his Mind, aud would bring him in 
Captivity io the Law of Sin,: and Deatl. 
to bring under ſubjeition that carnal Mind 


that 1s enmity to God , not ſubjetf to the Lai 


' La 


 Jeflament z and to ho Gentiles Fooliſhnefs, 
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of God, nither indeed can he , that in dwelling 
Hin. | 


gainſt the Spirit ;, In regard of which, the 


All thoſe Will:ings and Luſtings a- 


Apoſtle Expreſſes himſelf in the Langy- 
age of a Combatant in thoſe Games, that 
deals the moſt ſubduing, and mortity ing 
Strokes and Blows, ſo he upon all Bodily 
Inclinations and Luſts. And - this is one 
great Point of the good Fight, the A- 


3- poſtle reviews with ſo much comfort : Bur 
it is in Chriſt , and through Chriſt, by 


whom , in whom as Crucified with, him , 
the F/z/h with its Luſts and Aﬀettions are 
Crucified- and not- in, or by himſelf. 

2. The Apoſtle had to / Fight with tke 


4. World, in all both its intigements and hland- 
g iſhments,. and in regatd of its Threats, 


Rages, and Perſecutions ; In horh regards 
faith He, I am Crucified to the World, 
and the World to me, Gal. 6.14. But it is 
» Chriſt, and his Croſs alone enabled 

im. 

3. He had to Fight with.all the Enemies 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, in refiltance to 
the Grace of Chriſt in the Hearts of all, 
to whom He Preached ; For ſpeaking of 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, He ſfaizh, The 
Weapons of 'our Warfare are mighty: SO 
with the open protelled Oppolitions to 
the Truth of Chriſt in his Redemption. 
To the Fews a Scandal, as it it was contra 
to all the Revelation of God, in the 0 
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as if it had no Agreement with the Rea-! 
ſfon!, Learning, and Wit of Men of Un-J. 
derſtanding, and Accompliſhment , 1 Cor, 7, 


T- 23. 


4. He had to Fight with the Powers of 
Darkneſs, Spiritual Wickedneſſes in bigh# 
Places, as every Chriſtian hath , For as He 
fays, we War not, That is, not principally , a- 
gainſtFleſh ,andBlood but agninltPrincipalities : 
eandPowersthe Rulers of the Darkneſs of this) 
World. And for the maintaining this Fight, 
He had the ſame neceſfity with all Saints ;7 
To take to himſelf the whole Armor of God,} 
that he might ſtand in the evil day, and! 


baving drne all to ſtand, Eph. 6. 10. 


5. All the Perſecutors, and their cruel-? 
E like the Beaſts of Epheſus , in whats 
Denſe ſoever taken, He had to Fight with * 
wherein He ſuffered, as an evi/ doer , and? 


was Killed all the Day long. But in all, He 
was more than a conqueror, through him who 


Loved bim, 


6. Be had to Fight with Guilt, Death and. 
the Grave, the Wrath to come; and with all 
the unbelief of his own Heart ; But he over? 


ame by the continual Application He made} 


to the Death and ReſurreQtion of Chriſt Je 
tus, who Loved him, and gave bimſelſ fo 
hm, 1# whom be deſired to be Found. S0 
- that he Ran up to that aſſurance, ts make 


that challenge, who ſhall lay any thing to my 


eÞarge,” as one of Gods Eleft ,, to be aſſured 
That neithes- Life, nor Death, Things pre- 
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Un-3 ſent, nor Things to come, ſhould be able to 

Cor, © jeparate him from the Love of Chriſt , and ſo 

he could Sing that Triumphant Song ; 0b 

rs of , Death where 1s thy Sting © Oh Grave where 1s 
high 4 thy Vittory? The Sting of Death is Sin , the 


$s He: Strength of Sin is the Law, but thanks be 
y ; a-) to God through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, as 
ities} 1N the caſe of the Body of Sin and Death. 
Frhis] All he places ſtill in Chriſt ; and thus we 
ight,7 ice on all accoums, The Apoſtle Fought 
nts ;7 @ good Fight, and through Chriſt had the 
God,; Proſpect of a High and Noble End of the 
and VVar, that is, of ViQtory. | 
| - Head 2. I come then tro the Second Point 
ruel3 of the Apoſtles Triumphing Declaration of 
whaty his own State in Chriſt ; I have finiſhed my 
ith ;* courſe, That we may rightly apprehend, Here 
and? are rwo things to be underſtood by it. 
He! HI. The General courſe of a Chriſtian 
who) State in its own Motion, Attion, Converſati- 
{ on, from the Time of Converſion unto the 
and; very Hour of Death. This was one thing 
1 all} the Apoſtle underſtood hy his courte, tor God 
over] having drawn out the Line of Lite, as he 
1ade) hath feen fir for every one of his Servants ; 
* Te4 Their courle of Chriftian ACtion is by. him 


{ for4 drawn our proportionable z So that there 1s 
Sol no part to be unadorn'd ; Something of Pub- 

ke) lick; Private, Secrer, Wtholy Afton is to be 

» my] applyed to evety part of itz There muſt be 

red, a Running to obtain : It is called therefore 

pre Running the Race, that is jet before us ; 


Lioking to Feſus i, to (hew in whoſe ſtrength 
C4 the 


SO i tr me. i, 
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the wholeRace is run, So, It is expreſſed con- 
cerning David, by his ſerving bis Generation | 


according to the will of God, and of Jobns ful- 
filling bis courſe, as 3 Servant of God in a 


Holy Converſation, beſides his Miniſterial 


ſervice : How many great concernments hath 
every Chriſtian to look to; His Implantation 
into Chriſt, Renovation, New Creatzon; The 
In-dwelling of the Spirit, the Graces, and 
Fruits of it; His Lrving, walking in the Sp1- 
Tit, The work of Faith with Power ; Sorrow 


after God working Repentance to Salvation | 


never to be Repented of. The conſtraining 
Love of Chriſt. the living to him, the dying 


Dayly, Converſe with the Word of God,He.-r- | 


ing, Reading, Meditation, Holy Diicourle, 
Prayer, Thankſgiving ; Selt-denyal, Sutter- 
ings, being made meet to be Partakers of the 
Inberitance of the Saints in Light : All theſe 
with much more ſet betore us in Scripture; 
ſhew us,what the Race of a Chriſtan is; what 
his coxrfe is, Now to find our Hearr engag'd 
herein, with all earneltneſs Pre//rng forward 
79 reach the mark by the utmoſt ſtretch and 
extending our ſelves to it, is what the Apo- 
Itle ipeaks of himfelf : He had run on in this 
Chriſtian courſe, on this Line, to very near 
the Fnd of his Line of Life; and it is a Glo- 
rious Review of a f{ineere, much more of an 
Fminent Chriſtian ; while he can behold 
Chriſt, the A/pha, and Omega, the Beginning, 
and End of All ; All the Haltings, the Falls, 


Falſe-ſteps, the many Lingerings, made up, 


Anliwered, 
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Axfwered, and Attoned for by the Az- 
thor, and Finiſher of our Fanh, who for 
the Foy ſett before Him, ran the whoke 
courſe, the Father Lin'd -out to Him, Doznp 
always the things pleaſing tn his ſight Wh 
ſet every _ according to his Obedjential 
Love to the Father, and thefore went forth 
to his Death with higheſt Reſolution ; Le 
us Ariſe (faith he) and (Fobn 14. 31.) Go 
hence : He endured the Croſs, deſprjed the 
ſhame, and is ſet down on the right haxd of 
the Majeſty on High: And thus his ſervants 
follow bis ſteps, and ſo we have reaſon ro 
hope of this his Servant, that ſhe was 
{wift, ſhe Finiſhed ber courſe,the Finiſhed the 
courſe ſhe was ſeit in, though a more prt- 
vate, and retired one, betore ſhe was Bros 
hibited, as the true ſenſe of that ward, 
we Tranllate ( Not /ufered) fignihes, Heb. 
7. 21. lo continue any longer therein. 

2. There 1$ yer 4 higher, and more ex- 
alted ſenſe ot the Apoltle FE7m/hing bis 
courſe , not 4 more 1ubſtantial or Fund 
mental ſenſe ; For that is indeed the Fun- 
damenral ; All the redeemed of Chrilt in, 
and by him, running their courie, and fo 
entring into their Aſaſters Foy; but there 
was alſo in all times a mere Publick, and 
high ſphere of Action; Into which God 
hach been pleaſed ro raiſe ſome of his 
{ervants ; and there hath not been a high- 
er, then the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and 
moſt particularly, the Apoſtolick, and re 

this 
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this undoubtedly the Apoſtle had regard, 
when he here faith, 1 have Finiſhed my 
courſe. 

For herein the Apoſtle had a Line given to 
him and a meaſure, the _—_— of the Line, 
which he would not ſtretch himſelf, nor into 
other Mens Labours, but according the Rule 
or Line preſcribed him by God, 2 Cyr. 10. 

, &©c. And this was {0 abundanr, that 
ws Laboured more abundantly, then any 


other, 1 Cor. 15. 10. He was the Apoſtle of 


the Gentiles, Minſtring the Goſpel of God 
fo to them, that che offerine up of the 
Crentiles might he a qe e, Acceptable 
0 Gol by Feſus Chrift, eng ' ſantlified by 
te Holy Sp; Tit ; which wis indeed a high 
{ſphere of Chriſtian Goſpel-Activity ; and 
whereot he ſaith, He might Glory, And the 
Fine was [0 curry way enlar ge 1 that he 
Preached the Goſpel round about from 7e- 

riſalem to Viyricum, Rom. 15. 16, &c. He 
t: — tully, or Elfil to Preach the Gefpel of 

iſt. and He ſtrived to Preach where 

Chet hut not been Named ; And all this 
was made efticacious, by 14:;2hty Signs, and 
Wonders. uy the Power of the Spirit of 
God. So thar it was beſt for the Churches, 
and more necdfu ghvs R net a continue, hough 
to bis leſs. Phil. - In all this Notwith- 
ftanding; He was mal mindful to aicribe 
all ro Grace, 1 Cor. 15. 10. By the 
Grace of God be was A/l, that He was, 
an] 
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and after all his Diſcourſe of 'his Line, 


| and meaſure, He concludes , He that Glor 
| eth, Let him Glory in the Lord, 2 Cor. 
' 10. 17. The Apoſtle Finiſhed this conrſe, 
| under and by the High Prieſt, and Apoſt/r 


1 
4 
- 
Tl 


f 
o 


of our Profeſhon, whole the tupreme Glo- 
ry in all is ; Inaſmuch as: He, who Buitt 
the Honſe hath more Honour, then the 


Apoſtles, and Saints, Heb. 3. 1. The Apo- 
ſtle was; For He, who Built A/! Things in 
his Church, is God and our Saviour Fe- 


| fas Chriſt. 


y 
. 


Head 2. I come now to the third 


| Head, or Character, the Apoſtle 'gives of 


t 
| 


himſelf. I have kep: the Faith : This 


| Completes the whole : Hereinthe Apoſtle 


ipeaks again, as a mighty Champion, thar 
retain'd the Riches ot Faith, Much more 
precious, then of Gold,” that Periſheth : 
The Faith he retain'd with ſuch a Mighr, 


and would by no means utter ir to be terced 


| out of his Hand. 


1. That Great Principal, and moſt efſen- 
tial Faith, the Apoſtle kepr, or held taft, is 
Jeſus Chrilt Himlelt, and his Kighteouſnels, 
who is pleaſed, becauſe he himſelf is indeed 
the All of Faith, ro be ſtyled Fazrh it {elt, 
Gal. 2. 22. 

2. It is the whole Trath of the Goſpel, 
as the Apoſtle Zude gives it the Honourable 


Tirle of the Faith once, at once, once for 


All ; Delroered t2 tbe Saims, Jade 3. Com- 
| prizing 
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prizing the: Righteouſneſs of Faith by which |; ; 
the Fult Live, and reccive even fult aflur- - 
ance of underſtanding : The Righteouſneſs o 
God revealed from Faith to Faith, The Faith 
embracing the ruth that 15 after Godlineſs, 
which whoever walks contrary to, demes the 
Faith, The Faith that looks to the Eternal 
State and Condition , which Hymeneus and | 
Phuletus, denying by ſaying, The Reſurrefti- 
on was paſt already, overthrew the Faith of 
fome. This the Apoſtle held faſt in all the 
fenſes of it, now: given, 'and would by no 
means part with, or betray to any Szducers, 
or Adverſartes of one fort, or other ; as was 
before aſlerted under the firſt Chara&er of Þ 
Fighting a good Fight. 

2. The inward Grace of Faith in the 
Heart, and Holy conteſhon of which the 
Apoltle faith, Row. 10. With the Heart, Man 
beheves: unto Righteouſneſs, and with the 
Mouth confeſfion is made to ſalvation ;, The 
Eife, be 11d by the Faith of the Son of God, 
who loved him and gave himſelf for him. 8 
The Faith even the P/eropbory of it, ſprinck-J | 

| 
| 


line the Heart from an Evil Conſcience by the 
Blood of Feſus, the Faith, by which we bave 
Peace w1th God, the faith that embraces the 
Promiſes, by which we cleanſe our ſelves | 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh, and Spirn ; the 
herd of faith, The Apoſtle Exhorts above 
all to take, to quench the fiery Darts of the 
Devil ; The ftairh, by which the E/ders ob- 
tained ſo. Honourable a Leftimony, and Me- 
| mory, 


flur- 


i ory, Heb. 11. In all thoſe their great Atsz 


ry, and - 
| the Inheritance of the Saints in Light , which 


i Glory reſerved in Heaven : This the 
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Che faith that paſſes through all afflitions, 
emptations, and tryals, till thoſe Pillars are 
et up with this Inſcription, Rev.13. Here is 
he Faith and Patience of the Saints, bere are 
hey, who keep the Commandments of God, 
ind bold the Teſtimony of Feſus ; Laſtly the 
aith, the very preſence of th:ngs hoped for, 
aiſes to that ys of bope, that enters. 
thin the Veil. All Saints with the Apoltle 

ho by faith have dycd, and Nept in, and 
y Jeſus, and are entred into reſt with 
um, even as this ſervant of the Lord hath 


one by the lame faith; and whom God 


en our Lord Feſus will bring with 


him, the Living remaining Saints ſhall not 
Anticipate, The Lord my God will conte, and 
gl bis Saints with him : But in allthis 


faith, 
vur whole ſubſiſtence is in, and by the Au- 
tbor, and Finiſher of Faith. 

And ſo we are come to the fecond part of 
the Text ; Henceforth is laid up for me a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs ; This is the Prize 

f the High Calling of God in Jeſus Chriſt z 
ternal Glory, the Eternal Inheritance,Eter- 
2al Redemption ; the whole Excellency, Glo- 
elſedneſs of the Eternal State is 


is alone by Felus Chriſt in us, the ns wh 
ord 

as a Righteous Fudge gives, and he gives as 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs ; Becauſe Jeſus 
Chriſt hath purchaſed it with his own 
D Blood, 
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Blood, and Obedience ; And in him, it 
that Saints are able to ſubfiſt in this Eterna 
Glory ; Being made /ike him, by ſeeing b1 
as be is ; but moſt Gloriovs, herein 1s th: 
State. He in the Father, the Father in Him 
and Saints hereby in Chriſt, and in zhe K 
ther ;, and the Love wherewith the Fathi 
L.oved Him, even before the Foundation 
the World is in them, becauſe He :s 7 the 
and in all this the Son Intercedes with tif 
Father, as a Righteous Father, John 17. 2] 
Ec. | 

To open this part of the Text, accordin 
to the Tenor of the preſent Diſcourle,\ 
tar, as we have proceeded. 

1. That expreſhon of the Apoſtle ; Hem 
ferth, or as the word in the Greek fignitie 
aomdy, That which remaineth is, there 
laid up for me, &c. An expreſhon ſuitak 
to this is that, Heb. 4. 9. There remainet 
reſt for the People of God ; This hath 
Immutable certainty ; It the Judgment'F 
wicked Men be /aid up in ſtore with Gt 
and Sealed among bis treaſures, Deut.þ! 
24. How much more the Salvation, l | 
Glory, and Bleſſedneſs of his Saints : It; 
as Cccrrain, and mnch more certain, thenh} 
in themſelves, the precedent Fight:ng 8; 
good Fight, &c. For their aſſurance is noth, 
themſelves; They would fail and come 
hind, as Combatants not obtaining the PriK, 
It all the certainty were in themſelves; I; 
the Ange/s not Elet?, and Adam faild, or ti 

ſhor 
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. 4ſhort : But the Prize it ſelf to be given to 
> * Tthem,who do Fight.and Rn, 1s 1n the nature 
er) of the thing out of themſelves, and in God 
Np bi alone ; and is afſur'd by his Righteouineſs, 
is tha 1d Veracity, that cannot fail. This re- 
' Him mainder is ſo Connexed, as not poſſible to be 
the K ſeparated, from what went before z and more 
Farhy Impoſlible by tar to fail, then what went be- 
107 Ttore, as in us, but as all is ſure in the Great 
7 the wvrety, It is to be fulfilled in all his; Even 
ith tf;; the Debt He paid for them is let tar 
17+ 2Jabove all doubts. 

:4 2. In this aſſurance of the Przzr, the 
ordink poftle ſpeaks fo triumphingly of, he ſays, 
urle, 17 "os 2 the Righteous Fadge fhatl groe me ;, 

e Styles the Lord, the Fudge, and the Righ- 
MNeNG@ ous Judge, in agicement with the cuſtom 
IgnifiGet thoſe Games ; In which there was a Per- 
bere lon, ſolemnly conſtituted, who ſhould ad- 
ſuital udge the Prizes, and Determine the Laww- 
unetWulneſs of the ſtriving, as the Apoltle ſays, a 
uth Wn is not Crowned, except be flrrvue Laws 
ment ully. Ard it was expected from ſuch a 
th Gt Parſon 1n thar State of Honour, thar he 
eng hould be Fair, Fqual, and Juſt in all his 
on, WMudgment, and Determination z and it al- 
* ures the Judgment of the Lord to be in all 
then hings, admirable tor its greateſt Equity, 


17g Wightcouſneſs, and Judgment ; For tbe Righ- 
S NOtFeours Lord Loveth Righteouſneſs, Pal. 11. 7. 
OME Kind thus in alluſon to this in that fo known 
e Pri$cat of alluſion to theſe Games, the Apoltle 
mw JyS;l keep under my Body.,and with theAuſte- 
, Or 
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reſt methods, Bring it into ſubjetion , Leaſt 
while I Preach to others ; I my ſelf ſhould 
become one Rejefed, ro whom the Prize is 
not Judg'd; one unworthy the Prize ; Be- 
cauſe he who Determines, is a Rzghtcors 
Fudge, and will not be Impoſed upon with 
outiides, or Formalities. 

But here the great doubt is, where is the 
vaint to be found, who can ſtand before a 
Judge, a Righteous Fudge, ſuch a Righteons 
Tubes as the Lord is ? 

And the alone Anſwer is, according to 
what hath been ſaid already ; That it de- 
pends wholly upon what hath been done by 
the Caprarn of their ſalvation ; His Obedi- 
ence and his Sacrifice, the Author, and F:- 


aſher of Faith ; What he hath done with- - 


out them; That, in which he was wholly 
alone, and none of his with him ; and that 
which he works in all his, as their Hrcad of 
Life, and Influences ; making them trons in 
the Grace, that Refſtdes iupremely, and vi- 
tally in Himſelf, and flows continually into 
them; and that by way of inward Refi- 
dence and Poſtſeſhon, by his Pwe//ing in them, 
pr 6. 57. And they in him; Even as the 


[1 
| 
| 
| 


£ 
4 , 
- 


gp . X , % | 
ring Father ſent him, and be Lives by the | 
Father, ſo all Behevers lrve by Him and in | 


Him p 
This then being the Fundamental Merito- 
rious Account ; Chriſt All, and in All, there 


i5 a Glorious, Refplendent Juſtice, and Equi- 


ty in Gods Adjudication of the Prize 10 all. 
« Bah | Saints 
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Saints in Him ; Becauſe there is an cxact 

Ballance, between what is Chrifts, and the 

| Glory of the Crown. and of the Prrze; So 
y ) ; 


that Scripture delights in the ule of the 
Word, Zuſt, Righteous, Righteouſneſs in the 
Admenſuration to all in Chriſt at ihat Doy 
Fuſt, and the Zirſlifer of Him that believes 


| in Jeſus; He is Fuſt ro forgroe us our Sins, 
| and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſueſs, 


by way of Acquitance, and Judiciary dit- 
charge ; hecauſe, The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt bis 
Son hath by /atisfaltion, and Sacrifice tur 
fin, firſt cleanſed from al unrighteouſneſs, 
3 John 1. 10. And there is an Illyitrious Er- 
fren of Fuſtice, and Righteouſneſs, in the 
Judgment of God, wyus 3 And a Flag of De- 
fyance againſt all Adverfaries, the Calum. 
mes of Malicious Devils, and enraged Spi- 
of wicked Men, 2 1be/. 1.5, &c. Hung our , 
(re tranſlate amanifeſt token) in that Day. a 
Day of Adjudging the Prizes; That Day of 
the Revelation of the Righteous Fudgment of 
God, Rom. 2. 5. 

And theretore the Crown is call'd, as in 
lom2 places a Crown of G/ory, 1 Pet, 5. 4. 
And u Crown of Life ; So hue a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, as due to Chrilt in his; though 
ko Us, 2s 1n_ our {elves, It is a Crown given, 
the O7ft of Free Grace us Eternal Lile, op- 
pos'd ro Death the wages, due demerir, or 
detert of vin: Ir is Free Gift in Jeſus Chritt, 
upholding the Glory of Juſtice, and Righ- 
tcoulnets in that Gitr, 


2. Ihe 
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2. The Crown (ſays the Apoſtle ) ſhall 
begtven at that Day , There are two Times 
eminently Styled in Scripture, that Day. 

1. The Day ot the firſt opening of the 


Glory of the Goſpel ; and after a time of 


Eclipſe by the Antr-chriſtian Apoſtacy, thin- 
ing out again in Glory z In which firſt and 
lait the great Prophecies of Scripture are 
Ezlfilled ; we find' therefore often in the Pro- 
phet; In thoſe Days, and In that Day, as all 
Compriz'd under that great Point of time, 
the Fulneſs of time , the appearance of 
Chrift in the Fleſh, Gal. 4. 4. And the time 
trom thence running to his appearance. 

2, The, that Day of the Appearance of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and ot his Kinedn ; as they 
are joynd a little before the Text ; that Fu/- 
neſs of AIlT imas,when all thall be placed,that 
is Happy and Blefſed under their eod, Eph. 
I. 10. And fo that Day is often uſed in the 
Epiſtles of the New Ieſtament , as here, 
and continually ; that Great Day, that Day. 
wherein ſhall be fo Glorious an Unvzlling, 
a Revelation of the thimgs, that have now 
been kepr ſecrer, bur ſhall then be ſert out 
in the trueſt, and moſt Glorious Light ; 
The Beauty of every thing in its own pro- 
per ſeaſon, to which God hath reterr'd in 
that General Fable of time, God hath 
drawn. and that So/omon gives in ſhort th 
Heads off, in that fo wiſe Book, the Book 
of Ice [ehiaſtes, or of zhe Preacher. Ar the 
End of the 1creral cvents, there recorded 

laying, 
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faying, God bath made every things Beauti- 
ful in its ſeaſon , But, becaule it does nor, or 
may not without wiſe References to that 
Eternal World, be underſtood to be ſo ; He 
Et s, God hath ſert Eternity, or the Eternal 

orld in their Hearts, Ecc/.3.1., tc. Then alſo 
are all the Great Miſte ries of the Goſpel ſhall 
de clearly unfolded, and laid open ; All the 
'various dealings of God with his own, and 
with the Men of his preſent Hand, and 
might ; the Men of zh:is IWVor/d ;, ſhall be un- 


riddled, and diſengaged from all their Darks, 


(and Intricacies, aid the Crown ſetr with 
Glory, and the Glor y of Righteouſneſs on all 
his Saints : And this becaule it 1s the Reve- 
lation of the Righteous Fudgment of God 


/ And then as the wicked. ſhall be all in Hor-' 


ror, Tribulation, Anguiſh, and Amazement ; 
So Chriſt will be G/or1fied.in the Sarnts, and 
Admired, in all them; who beheve, who 
have Fought the Good Fieh:, {0 as not to beat 


| zhe Air; They bave run not as Incer tainly, 


| 
: 


| 
& 


and as in Naval Conteſts, have not Ship- 
wrack'd, but held faſt the Faith : And fo the 
Crown Adj judg'd to them by the Kighteous 
Tudge of So Combatants, and their Attivi- 
ties in and through their great Agonetbetes, 
Teſus Chriſt and the ſupreme Agoniſtes, Ma- 
{ter of All, and cheit Combatanr. 
4. The Apoſtle Joyns with himſelf all 
thoſe who, Love the appearing of Feſus 
C briſt, as thoſe, whom the Righteous Fudge 


will groe the Crown 0 of Kiedecnntbel unto , 
And 


_ —— _— 


Au det BED Ge Ae tn gr ga 
IF" US - ies 


_— 


24 A Funeral Sermon. 


And this exprefſion offers two conſiderations 
TO Us. 

7. That ſeeing, the Apoſtle gives this}} 
ſhort Character of Saints in General, and 7 


not ſo particularly, (as Fighting the goody P 
Fight , Eimniſhing all their courſe, and keeping 

the Faith,) but Loving the appearance of Fe*f 7 
ſus Chriſt , It ſhews, there may be ; and, y 
there is a different emigeacy of Saints; 7 
Bur as they all meet in the Head, Roory E 
Corner Stone ; So wharever their different Þ 


meaſures are in making up the ful! ſta 
ture in Chriſt, yet they are all alike in thi 
Glory, the Crown of Righteouſneſs ; BE 
cauſe it is all given by grace in Chriſt 


and ſo the Leaſt, as well as the greateltY $: 
are Crown'd in Him ; He gives the ſam P 
Crow to the Lait, as to the Firlt, even ae} © 
in the Parable, Mart. 20. d 
2. In that all Saints Love the Appear 
ance of Chriſt, it is made certain z Theyl © 
are thoſe, that have Foxehr, Run, held © 
falt the great Depoſitum, Committed to them, ſol i: 
as to obtain, and not to be rejected; the Fazthy 4 
which gives them the afſurance,and lifting up © 
of the Head at the appearance of the © 
great Fudge, and Arbitrator of the Prize A © 
and 1o rhey deiire, long. for, and Love higg * 
Appearance ; And thus I have given a breit V 
View, and Examination of the words © 1 
this Great Text, P 
fi 

Applic, J 
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Applic. That which I would now infer 
from the whole diſcourſe by way of Do&tri- 
nal concluſion, by way of PraCtical enforce- 
ment, by way of Conſolation, relating to the 
particular occaſion, (hall be. 

Firſt, That we would look to it ; To hold 
the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt in its own Purity; 
For the Goſpel is ſo pure, ſeparate from all 
mixtures, as Situer Purified in a Furnace of 
Earth, Purified ſeven Times, that we mult 
not pervert it any way ; Every Word of Gol, 
Prov. 30. 5, 6. Much more the Great Gol- 
pel-Points : Whoever add to it, or diminiſh 
trom it, will be fond Lyars unto it ;, Bleſſed 
are they that ruſt :7 ;MIt will be to them a 
Sheild of Salvation. As to that Great 
Point, Righteouſneſs by Faith in Chriſt with- 
out works, How ſuddenly do Men flide 
down to Another Goſpel! under the Apoſtles 
Anathema ; and yet lt rs zot another, butthe 
clear, pure ſtreams of Goſpel-Truth and 
Grace are hereby troubled ; and rhe fatis. 
faction, and comfort of Believers diſturb'd, 
and the Invitingneſs of it to {ſtrangers much 
obſcur'd and dehlel : Now here in the ſub- 
rility of the Enemies of the pure Doctrine 
of the Goſpel is ſeen; Thar they being 
afraid to take up the Infolent, Anti-chriſtian 
Word; Mer, or as the Apoſtle calls it, Debr. 
They would yet Privily bring in ſuch a ſup- 
poled preſence of works after Grace, as 
ſincere obedience, though not perfeit into 
Tuſtificatioa, as the condition of that Cove: 

L nant, 
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nant, upon which it juſtifics , even as perfeCt 
obedience was the condition of the Cove- 
nant of Works; and yet merit not once 
Named nor 'Allowed' ; Becauſe Adams 
ſtrength to work by, if he had rightly ap- 
plyed it, was indeed from the Bounty and 
Goodneſs of the Creator ; yet as in a way 
of Condecency, of ſuch a Creator to ſuch a 
Creation, as the Humane Nature , that 
came pure and perfe&t out of His Hand : 
But what Believers do is from Grace in 
Chriſt, by and from His Spirir, Vouchſated 
to Sinners, and ſo cannor Merit : Now this 
hath indeed very giggt Truth in it ; Yet it 
doth not Anſwer th@igh Expreſſion of rhe 
Goſpel, excluding AfEreated, or Creature- 
Righteouſneſs in the Court of Righteouſl: 
neſs, or Juſtification; and-placing all in the 
Righteouſneſs of God by Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt; In his obedience, in his Expiation, 
Filling up, and ſo repleniihing that Court ; 
That nothing elfe can enter, bur is kept out 
by the Haming Sword of the Fiery Law : 
Yea, Angels that never ſinn'd, yer Cover thery 
Faces, Eſa. 6. and their Fee?, their Excel 
lency and' the Nakedneſs, and Folly of all 
Created Being *hefore Increated and con: 


aſt in and by Chriſt : Chriſt, as the Head | wh 


of Amity, and Perſeverance in their Glori- 


bus State ; and Adam, not Flying to it upon # 


thoſe tenders of it fignifid to Him, as by 
that real evidence of it; That he was, and 
rou:d *be no more, then the Figyre of Him 


| Fas 
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that was to.come, Rom. 5. 12. And that His, 
and His Poſteritys ſtanding in Himy” was 
only their ſtanding in Chriſt z as this was 
alſo repreſented in thoſe Sacramental Types, 
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
Gen. 2. Warning Kim againſt ſubliſting in 


' Himſelf, as a God &nowing, Or able to deter- 


! mine Good and Evi/, hut to look to the Tree 
| 4 Life, fo great a Tyre of Chriſt ; as we 


1 
l 


| 


if 
z 


| 


4 


ind in the Revelation ; Nothing therefore 
can enter into.the Court of Zuſtification, but 
Poor empty ſingle Faith Receiving, Owning, 
Acknowlalding Grace ; Recerving Grace 1n 
Abundance, (excluding all elſe,) and the Gift 
of Righteouſneſs by Joys Chriſt alone; And 
to this it is enabled by Grace, and Accepted 
only for that Righteouſneſs ſake it does re- 
ceive. . | 

\ As to the enforcement by way of AQtion, 
and PraQtice, we ſee in this. Great Portrai- 


| Cure, the Apoſtle gives of a Man in Chriſt ; 


that Eights the Good Fight Finiſhes his Courſe, 
keeps the Faith, That a Believer in Chriſt 
is nota Looſe, or an Idle, Slothful, UnaQtive 
Perſort ; but ſhall appear in that Day, as of 
the Overcomers in thoſe ſo Famed Games, or 
Exerciſes of all Prowefs, Courage, Aion x 
0 as to be judg'd worthy of thoſe Crowns ot 
which they were ſo Ambitious, though but 
corruprible,by rhe juſteſt Judges, or Arbitra- 
tors of them z So the Saints ſhall be pre- 
ſented before the Father, the Lord Fe/wvs, the 
Eternal Spirit of Hetugs and before bands; 
2 an 


&ſ - 2s A Funeral Sermon. 


| and Angels, to the Terror, and Amazement * 
[| of all the Loſt, as Perſons of diſtin& Excet- 
| lency ; and the Overcomers, as in the Apoca- | 
aprce Expreſhon is repeated ; and yet all in | 
.hriſt, and to the Glory, and Praiſe of | 
Grace in Him ; So that the DoAarine ot Free ' 
Grace is indeed the moſt Powerful, Effective, | 
Fruitful DoQtine 'of Holyneſs, and ſo is | 
moſt Difcriminative of Perſons in Chriſt, | 
and with greateſt ſeverity on thoſe, who are | 
not ; and of thoſe, who ſhall be thought | 
worthy of the Crown, and who not, and yet | 
without the leaſt Injury tro Free Grace in 
& Chriſt. 
1 3. Great Conſolation have” they, who 
[{; knew our Deceaſed Friend ; who had al- 
*t ways Admiring, Adoring thoughts of Free | 
|| Grace ; and thereby a great ſenſe of Per- 
| felling Holineſs in the Fear of God, but all 
| through Chriſt ſtrengthning Her ; and in 
i Fighting, Running, holding faſt, an Eye to 
the Crown, but as purchaſed tor her by Je- 
ſus Chriſt; and that therefore ſhe Loved the 
Appearance of Jeſur, When the Crown al- 
ready received, ſhall with Glory be ſer up-| 
on her at that Day, 
That we may yet enter into the deeper 
enquiry into, and conſideration of all this 
Triumphant Declaration of the Apoſtle con- 
cerning Himſelf, and all Saints in that ſu- 
xeme Point ; their receiving the Crown of | 
ighreouſneſs , 1 will propole to give a breif ? 
relolution of theſe following Points. A | 
1. How 
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ment * 1. How in the loſt undone State of the 
'xcel- | Children of Adam, there can ariſe ſuch a 
poca- | Generation of Sz2rvants of God, both more 
211 in | eminent and ſmaller in this World. 
ſe of | 2. How, or why they fall all under the 
Free | Prohibition of ſerving God any longer here 
tive, | in the World, then the Fin;/hing fuch a 
ſo is | Courſe of ſervice on ſuch a Meaſure of their 
hriſt, | Line Preſcribed hy God. 
oare | 3- Why this Prohibition is fervd u 
ught | them by Death, Two Perſons only, Exoch 
d yet | and E/ras, and why they only excepted. 
ce in Herein I ſhall with all the care and Cauri- 
on according to the underſtanding given to 
who | me by, and from the Word of God Dif 
4 al- | courſe each of thefe. 
Eree Point. 1. It is indeed the wonder of Di- 
Per: | vine Grace, and Power ; Thar there ſhould 
t all | have been, and are fuch a Generarion of the 
1d in | Servants of God in the World, in every Age 
'e to | down to the preſent Time, in the midſt of 
y Je- | ſuch a World of Men, Ignorant of God, A/- 
1 the | enated from his Life, without Ged in tbe 
n al- | World, without Chriſt and Enemies in their 
+ up- | Minds; fo much given up to the World, and 
the Luſts 6f it, as to be called ; The World 
ener | and the Men of this World, in a State of En- 
Tre mity to God, and his Kingdom ; the Szedof 
con- | the Serpent, the Dragon, Haters of his Ser- 
r ſ- | vants, and on all opportunities 8/7y478 them z 
n of | as Carr, the Seed of the Wicked one, Did Abel 
Yreif | inthe very Beginning; That yet in the midft 
| of all theſe, there ſhould be a Generation of 
low Men - 
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Men and Women, that ſhould be in an igyue- 
ele, 2 courſe, a Lincal ſucceſhon of the Saints 
and Servants of God, like the ſucceſhon, as | 
in the Houſe of Levi, of the Preiſthood; and 
of the High Preiſthood in the Family of Aa- 
ron; the more Eminent, and the leſs Eminent 
among the Servants of God ; but all a Roya/ 
Prieſthood or like the Stars of the Firſt Mag- 
witude 1m the Regions above, and thoſe they 
call, the Sporades, the Multicude of the lel: 
fer Stars. 

Now the very Root, and Foundation and 
Corner Stone of all this 15 ; That Grand Elect 
Servant of God, in whom His Soul delight- 
eth; who in Railing up a Generation of the 
Servants of God, dealeth with all mildnef$, 
A Bruiſed Reed ſhall He not break, nor ſmok- 
ing Flax ſhall He quench, but ſhall ſend forth 
Fudement unto Truth of Vittory, Efa. 42. T. 
That Servant of the Lord, with the Key of 
David on bis ſhoulder, and ſtrengthn'd with 
the Grrd!c of Fauhfulneſs and Righteouſneſs ; 
The Nail faſten'd in a ſure place, Eſa. 22, 
20, &c. Upon whom is Hung all the Glory 
of bis Fathers Houſe, the off-ſpring, and the 
Ijſuee ; ' All Veſſels of Greater and ſmaller 
Duantity, from the Veſſels of Cups, even 19 
All the Veſſels of Flagons; Had not He been 
2 Servant in the Foundation, There had ne- 
ver. been a Servant of God in the World. Tt 
is' He, who hath Loved, and waſhed in His 
Blood z and conſtituted Kings and Preifſts un: 
to Ged and His Father, Rev. 1. 5. * A 

Now 
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Now the Charter of His making Servants 
0 God among the Children of Men, was 
iven to the Second Adam: Immediately up- 
n the Fall of the Firft Adam, to quick and 
mmediate as to ſurprize the Power of S4- 
han in the Firſt Effort ; when God in a =_ 
jary proceſs upon Sathan, ſays, to Him, 
they funder the diſguiſe of the Serpent ; I will pur 
> ef. enmity between thy Seed and of the Woman 

and this Seed of the Woman.the one Seed,Chritt 

and {hall break the Head of the Serpent, Gen. 2. 
E/o: Junto perfect Vitfory ; and 1hou ſhall bruife 
His Heel , ( of which is prefently to b2 ſpo- 


inerſt 
Royal 
Mag- 


OF. . 

ont ken;z) There mult be rheretore a Seed of 
es, 11 Second Adam ; Servants of God in every 
rok. [Veneration, who thall Fight, Ein their 
7h Jcourſe, Hold the Farth of the Sced of the 


. 1. IWoman, the Second Adam, the L.97d from Hea- 
y of 192, the Buickning D111, 1De Da21047 to the 
ith uttermoſt, 1.9 Lives / ar ever 0 Make Inter- 
ſo; (Hon, and fo ſuſtains all the Servants of 

* 1 God, comme to God by Him, He Bears them 
ory (%P in their State of Preiſthood, as the Preift 
he [for ever; Conſlituied after the Powzr of an 
Jpn | Endiefs Life, contecrated by the word of the 


22, 


| 8 
yk | Oh for CUCrMONe the High Preift and Apo- 
_ ( je of our Projeſſcon, the Captain of our fat 
6. | ©4107, This ſupports the whole State of: 
It | the Scrvants ot God in all the Szr\ Ice here 
F | recounted here by the Apottle 3 Fighting, 
of Runnine, Finiſhing their courſe in order to the 


Recerving the Crown : And thus the Line of 

w | #12 luccelion ot the Sryvants of God hath 
| © been 
: 
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been continued from Adam through all Ages. | 
From Adan by the Partriarks, to Moſes, Fo- [| 
thuab, the Zudges, Kings, Prophets, Zerub: 
babe/, and Ezra, ſo to the Great Lord ap- I 
pearing 11 his Temple. Malach. 3. 1. Then 
the Apoſt/cs, and ſucceſſive Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, and the Witneſſes, Revel. 11. 2. in 
the Time of the Apoſtacy ; who beiug the 
Laſt courſe of the Servants of God ; There 
is an expreſs mention of that Firſt Repreſen- 
ration of things z the Serpent early appear- 
ing, as a Dragon in the S/aying Abel; and the 
aecd of the IVoman, He endeavoured to de- 
vour by making War with them, by the Beaſt. 
Who &ls them, and they Lye Dead in the 
freer of the Great City , Till the Spirit of 
Life from God enter into them ; And then 
the courle of things goes on to the Binding 
the Dragon, Sathan, the O!d Serpent, Chain- 
ing and Sea/ing up in the Abyſs, in his own 

Hell and Chains of Darkneſs, and then at: | 
ter a ſhort Looimng to ſhew his ever remain- I 
ing Drabo/ick Spirit, we have with all his I 

Pead His Final Caſtinz into the Lake, | 

which is th2 Secord Death: And thus we have | 

| 

| 
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the Firlt Point cleared, How comes there to 
be fuach a Line and Succeſſion of th2 Preiſts, 
or Servants of the Moſt High God in fo De: 
enerate a Humane Nature ? And how Long 2? [i 
590m till they come into the Glorious Stare Ii 
of being Preiſts of God and Chrilt, an þþ 
4 

, 


Retgning with thin a Thoujand Tears ,, [ceing 
Hes Face, as His Servants ſerving 11m wilt 
} 1 


Own 
1 at+ 
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* JAY; which is the State of pure, and ow 
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: Z. 
His. Naye on their Forebeads, and at Laſtde- 
liverd up with the Kingdom ro Gol All it 


b. 
Point. 2. I come therefore now to the ſe- 
cond Point ; How comes it to pats, there is 
ſuch a ſtrict Limitation of the Servants of 
God : Firſt under ſuch an Honourable Limi- 
tation; as Fighting the Good Fight, even unto 
Victory , their Enifhing their courſe, even 


- Junto obtaining the Prize; and their Keeping: 


the Faith, without bettaying, Baſely ſurren- 


- Idring,or having made Shipwrack of it; and 10 
- preſenting it before the Righteous Fudge, and 


receiving the Crow? at that Bay, All theſe are 
Honourahle, and yer Limitations ; © Their 
Frgbt,Courſe, Keeping the Faub are not Leng-' 
then'd out to thar very, Day ; Now of this 


- Ithere are, very Great Reafons. . 


.1. The Great Lord of Time hath drawn - 
the whole time with ſuck exaQneſfs. of Wiſl- 
dom, and, Holineſs ;, That every , thing is in 
Its OWN Place. S2aſon, and Time ; and as it 
hills that. up,, and othing js wanting, fo it 
cannot exceed,nor reach beyond it z And thus 
:very thing is Beautiful in its ſeaſon; Thus 
irom the very. Beginning ; Abe/ the Firſt 
Martyr Finyhed his Courſe, though ſhort, 
Enoch, Noah, abraham, Iſaac, and Facdb, 
Thsirs z In the midſt of whom appeared Me/- 
«<1ſedec, made like to the San of God, withoyt 
Beginning of Days, or End of Lite, Abridgeth. 
a Preiſt continu_lly;He was not a Type of the 

F Sor 
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"on of God in ſome particular excellency, but 
'!e was made like tothe Son of God througont ; 
And thus is the Line of every Saints fervice 
drawn out, nothing can crowd into It ; and 
this Line can by noViolence be cur ſhorter,nor 
can any Zeal for Service draw it out longer ; 
The only Elett Servant is He, whoſe Service 
hath no Limitation ; but, as was ſaid, Iz 
Son Conſecrated by the Word of the Oath for 
cvermore ; and conſtituted after ihe Power of 
an Endleſs Life: Melchiſedec therefore, who 
was made like Him,was under no Limitation 
of Service in the Hiſtory we have of Him : 7a- 
cobs Patriarchal Line reach'd even to Moſes, 
and there ceaſed ; Moſes Faithful in All his 
Houſe Run that whole, and very Great Line 
of Hervice in the 1/7/derneſs ; but was fo Li- 
mited, He muſt by no means enter into Cana- 
@/1,bur mult Dye in the Borders; And 7eſhu- 
ab muſt enter upon his Courſz; and having 
fertled the People of I/rael in Canaan, and 
atter the Lord bad given them reft round 
about ; He Finiſhed bis courſe. Then came 
on the Days of the Zudges, and their courſe 
with Samuel reached (with the Intervention 
of Sax/) unto David, who ſerved bis Gene- 
ration according to the Will of God; And 10 
the Line came down to Foba Baptiſt Fulfil- 
filling his courſe, as a Forerunner ; and 1o to 
our Lord Zeſus, who walked, as He ſaid in 
his courſe here on Earth, (though as the Sor, 
an Eternal Preiſt) this Day, and to Morrow , 
and the 1h:rd Day ſhould be perfeitcd, Tm 

eng 
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the courſe of the Apoſtles, and the Witneſſes 
under a molt Definitive Line, as hath heen 
{aid : This therefore gives great ſatisfaQtion - 
in the Texm of Lite; Calls for Great ſel}: 
Reſignation, and to have our Eye Fixed on 
the Great End of Lite, the Line of Faith and 
Service. | 

It is true, 'There is a Line allowed to Evil 


| Men in theis Wickedneſs, and in their En- 


oyments of their Luſts, and Pleaſures of this 
World z and they cannot exceed it ; But this 
is not of the preſent conſideration , Bur it is 
molt neceſſary here to. remember ; That the 
Loweſt and Meaneſt, even the knfant Ser- 
yants of God have their Line and Scrvice, 
and the Juſt Times of it Fixed by God, even 
as their Reward ; becauſe its is wholly the 
Reward of Free Grace, It is in the eſſence of 
the Rewatrd, equal, as hath been argued. 

2. The Time of the Servants of God is 
therefore Defined, and Linaitedz That it may 
be ſeen, God harh no need of this, or that 
Servant, or Generation of Servants ; but thar 

e hath ſucceffive Servants,or Generations of 

ervants ; and Fe is ſo Far oft being in want 
of them ; That Hecan allow them no longer 
Time, how Eminent, now Excellent ſoever, 
then He hath appointed, and reſolved with 
Himſelt;.and of Free Grace, as their Honour 
and Privitedge, choſen them unto. 

3. The Servants of God are many; That they 
may reach through, and unto the Time of 
his Kingdom ; And each muſt have His 
| | = Time, 
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to follow after; and ſo every one is Limired 


Sus Chriſt their "Lord, Philip. 1. Diſſolved | 
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Time ; and each muſt therefore, of thoſe, 
who go before, give way to thoſe, who are 


to his own Time ; For though it may be 
thought ; They might' be togerher ; The 
Wiſe God having appointed” Fimes more 
Dark, and more Glorious ; How many of 
his Servants are'proportion'd to each, He 
ſees, and knows, and ſo Limits accordingly : 
There was one Noah, and no more in the 
Old World ; One E/;jah only in view, in 
that ſo Fowl Apoſtacy of the Ten Tribes; 
And when the Light is cleareſt and moſt 
High, It muſt not be clear Light till his 
Kingdom. ' The General Aſſembly cannot be 
before, ſo each Time hath fuch, -and ſuch 
Numbers of Stars, which” He zelleth the | 
Number of, and callerh them All by their | 
Names, and knoweth, what Luſtre of Rays 

and Beams. each and. rogether ſhall caff Y 
There is a Counterpoizing conſideration of | 
Wicked Men in the World, andthe Dark- 

neſs, and Fire of He//, they ſpread ; Bur 

that is not within the preſent purpoſe. © ' | 
'* 4- There is a Gracious Pleaſure of God; | 
There ſhould ſuch Numbers 'of his Ser- 
yants be all along” from Age to Age with Ze- | 


trom Body, and with Him in Spirit ; 46- | 


Joes from the Body. and preſent with the | 


Lord, 2 Cor. 5.1, tc. And: in their Hoſe | 
not made with Hands, Eternal in the Hen- | 
vens ; Andthat 07 Gold may comeand 1 | 
= | . His | 


> 
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His Saints with Him, Zech. 14. He cometh 
with Ten Thouſand of his Saints, as the Ar- 
mies of Heaven on white Horſes, Bodys 

theReſurrettion waſhed in the Blood of Feſus, 
in fine Linnen, clean, and white, Rev. 19. 14. 
To ſhew, This hath been all along from the 
former Times of the World ; There is a Re- 
ception in Heaven Styled, Abrahams Boſome ; 
A Feruſalem above, the Mother of us All, 
that ſhall come down from Heaven, Gal. 4. 
With all its Ch//dren, Rev. 21. There is the 
State of the Sprrits of Fuſt Men, Heb. 12. 
Who ſhall be made perfeit in Bodys, 'made 
like to his Glorious Body, Phil. 3; w/t. There 
muſt be therefore a Limitation of their Time 
of Service here below ; That they'may be 
taken within the'Ve: and made -acquainted 
with the Glory, that is to be Revealed; And 
the Apoltle Intimates; Theſe Dead in Chriſ? 
ſhall have ſome precedency ; For the Dead 
in Chriſt, ſhall not be hh" by the 
Living Remaining, as we Tranflate;'bur ſhall 
not he ſo much.as overtaken according to the 
true force of the Original ; we ſhall not ar- 
tain, or come equal with thoſe afleep, 1 1hef. 
C. 4. V. 13. v lt p82 wy, Nullo Modo Aſſeque- 
mur ; Now in all tuch Particularities, "God 
is pleas'd ro be at Liberty in dealing with 
His own Servants ; The ellential Glory, the 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, the Crown of Life, 
the Crown of Glory being alike, ſure to all : 
And ſo I have open'd- the ſecond Point pro- 


! posd; The Limiturion'ot the Time of the 


Servants 
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Sexvants, of God, continuing in His Service 
hereon. Earth ; I come tothe Point 3d. 

- 2, That the Limitation of theirTime is made 
known, to. them in the manner of a ſevere, 
and angry Procels, in the way of, whar we 
Call, a Prohibition, the proper ſenſe of what 
we: Exanſlate, not fasffered, Heb. 7. 23. And 
whis: 18, a Point worthy to he enquired into 
k0x- the removing the fears of Death, and 
hor: the Conſolation of Saints in Death. 

' FS. It muſt then be Acknowledg'd, that the 
eutward Face, and appeazxance of Death. 
hears: the Reſemblance of a Zudgment, and 
gt that DNenunciation, Iz zhe Day thou Eateſt, 
. how. ſhalt Dye ;, Duſt thou Art, and to Duſt 


#hou ſhalt return. It comes, as a King of | 


Herrors,; Fleſh and ' Blood is ready to be at 
Sighted ar it ; Lite is naturally Dear,even to 
the Sexvants of God; who deſire not to he un 
&bathed ;” They dehire to continue in the Ser- 
vice of God here; ' but when they are raiſed 
hy Higher Conftderations of being pre/ſen: 
21h the Lord, Clothed upon with their Houſe 
-am; Heaven, they even delire to be Diſſotved. 
And: it cannor be denyed ; That God doth in 
the-Dying of his Servants bear a Regard to 
that- Juſtice, and Truth of His Word 3 Thar 
when. $17, came in, Death came. in and paſſed 
Apan All,: becauſe: All bave ſinned, Rom. 5. 
2, Wheu the Servants of God theretore are 
warm and zealous, and lively in his Service, 
. Qfren; there comes. a Prohibition ; Thou 
Haveſt no longer continue in my 5; Sa 
| 1cre, 


lend ,, Was, vy 
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here ; like the command to Mo/es, to anoiit 
Eleazar and to ſtrip Aaron of his Priefity 
Garments, who was preſently to Dye; AP>4. 
hibition to Meſes,to carry Iſraet over Forduh, 
but to come up to Mount Nebo and toDyes 
Deut. 33. God plainly ſent to Hezekrab, - #2 
ſet His Houſe in Order and to Dye ; agaitift 
which Prohibition that it might be under, 88 
it were an Arreſt of Judgment, He fo ear- 
neſtly Prayed. 

It is therefore to be dul 
Thar for rhe Diſplay of the falkewny 
Indignation of God againſt fin, and becauR 
of the prefenr Stare of the Saints unaer a 
Remaining Body of Sin, and ſo of Death 
and in the prefent State of this World, full 
Ot Sin and Evil, and of ſo many of the 
Children of Adam, Children of Death, even 
of the Second Death ; In the Wifdom and 
Holincſs of God, It was by the Counſel of 
the Father, and rhe Son, that Dearth ſhould 
continue, and have the Face of a Judgment, 
and of a Lega/ Prohibition to continue itt 
the Service of God any longer on Earth ; Til 
the Kingdom of Chrift, the Kingdom of 
Redemprion ſhould bring in a State of the 
Living Saints,then Remaening being chang'd, 
and nor to Dye. | 

2. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Becauſe the 
Children were Partakers of Hejſh and 
Blaod, He took pars of the ſame, What 
through Death, He might ſubdue Him, tht 
had the Power of Death ; that is, the Devil 1 

and 


confidercd + 


- 
. 
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and Delwer. them, who all their Life 
were ſubjeit to Bondage by reaſon of the Fear 
of. Death ,, and. now therefore Death came 
pon Him with the Violence, and Terror of a 
udement from which He was taken and from 
Priſon,E12.5 3.8. By.the Mighty Power of his 
eſurreCtipn , It, becomes all His to ſubmit 
then to the Face of a Judgment in Dying,that 
they may be conform'd to their Caprain and 
from the Firſt Born, Heb. 2.14. | 
.0bj. It may be Objetcd againit this neceſh- 
ty, of Dying, How were thoſe two Enoch, and 
ras, exempted , from that ſentence of the 
Righteous, and. Holy Law that is ſtretched 
our ſo upon all, ſeeing fin had extended it 
ſelf on them, as well, as on others ? | 
Anſw. The Dgarh of. Jeſus Chriſt, ſtood 
as a Full, Ranſom, and Price of Redemption 


from the very firlt promiſe, fo that ir is not 


indeed' a Pojnt of Juſtice, or of the Truth of 
God ; That Believers in Jefus Chriſt are 
ſerved (as I may 1o ſpeak) with a Prohibitz- 
on by Death , but a Wiſe, and Holy Diſpen- 
ſation of Government with Relacion to the 
Servants of God in the preſent World ; 
where therefor:, in that wiſe Government 
God thinks fit ; there might be {uch an ex- 
emption from the General Statute of Dying, 


or Prohibtion by , Death, as of Enoch and 


F/tjab , and many more Examplgs of ſuch 
Exemptions, there right have bzen, it He 
had ſezn Good, having received ſuch tull ſa- 
tisfaction to his Law, and to his Juſtice ; 

| and 
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46d He hath ir in reſerve an Univerſal Ex" 
emption at the K:ngdom of Chriſt, the King” 
dom of Redemption, when the Apoſtle ſays» 
IWe ſhall not all dye, but we ſhall all be chan” 
ged ; and he prefaces before it : Behold ! 
ſhew you a myſtery ; And I am much per 
ſwaded and even aſſured ; Thefe two were 
Types of the Living, Remaining caught xp to 
meet the Lord in the Air, 1 Cor.15. When be 
delivers up the Kingdom to God, even the 
Fatber,and hath putdown all Rule Authority, 
and the /aſt Enenty Death is ſubdued and _ 
into the Lake , then ſhall the Living Re» 
maining Saints be Tranſpoſed , or caught 
up, as Enoch ; and even conveyed ro Hea - 
ven, as Elyah in the Charrit of that Fire, 
that devours the Adverſaries, 1 Ibef. 4. 17. 
with Rev. 20. 9, 14. | 

2. The Judiciary part.of : Death is abſo- 


| larely removed ; For the Sting of Death is 


Sin, and the ſirength of Sin 1s the Law, 
but thanks be to Got who hath grvern ws the 
Viifory through Fe/us Chriſt, 1 Cor. 15. 12. 
\ . . . 

50 that Death is to Saints, a feeprng in Fe- 
ſus, a Reſting from Labours, an entring n= 
to Reſt, a becoming preſent with the Lord ; 
A being with Chrift, a beirig in Paradiſe, a 
being clothed upon with our Houſe fron! Hea- 
ven. And. to ſhew, It was not a Deadly 
ſtroke ; Before the Pronunciation of that 

Univerſal Proþibition ot continuing here z; 


Diſt 
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Duſt thou Art, and to Duft thou ſhalt Re- 
turn ; Death was more gently expreſsd, 
and with aſſurance of Vifory ; The Wor 
mans Seed ſhall break the Serpents Head, 


but the Serpent (hall only Bruiſe the Hee! | 


of the Womans Seed, This Body of Earth. 
Ly I will now by way of Applica- 
tory Review, cloſe the whole ; How fit 
this Context of the Apoſtle is to a Diſ- 
courſe with Relation to the Death of one, 
or more of the Servants of God, appears 
by the Apoſtles Preface to it; I am even 
now as it were ready to he as in Conformit; 
to my Great Lord, Offered, and Guctificed 
as a Martyr, and the Time of my Diſſolu- 
tion is at Hand ; and ſo He goes on, I 
bave Fought, &c. As if He Preached his 
own Funeral Sermon, while Living, and a 
Great' one it is; but it hath its Frincipal 
ſenſe in Chriſt; and in God , as appears 
in the following Part of the Chapter, v. 
17. wherein we have this Great' acknow- 
ledgment, that in his Fighting the Good 
Fight, and Finiſhing his Courſe, the Lord 
flood with Him, ſtrengthened Him , that by 
Him the Preaching might be Fully known, 
and the Gentiles hear, and the Lord De- 


trvered Him, out of the Mouth of the Ly- ' 


on, the Lord would deliver Him from eve- 
ry Evil Work, and preſerve Him unto His 
/ car? ' Kingdom, and to Him he aſcribes 
the Glory of All for Ever ; And yr In- 
Gong Rt | cludes 
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cludes all Saints; Even all, who Love the 
PPecring 4 Feſus Chriſt, in this High E/o- 


gium, or Speech of Praiſe ; elſe I muſt ac- 
Ja e, I have no Opinion of the 


| Largs ncomiums, Or, Praiſings uſed in Fu- 
nera 


rmons, obſerving the Grand Exem- 
lar of -them ; Gods Gracious Remem- 
rance of Moſes, Joſhua 1. Moſes my Ser- 
vant 1s Dead, and no more, and yet that 
Fixed ſo Laſting a CharaQter of _ 
upon Him ; that He is remembred —_ 
to the Laſt, Rev. 15. They Sang the 
of Moſes the Servant of God. 7p of te 
amb :' But this of the Apoſtle Joyned 
with that of Heb. 7. 23. Gives me ſuch 
a Hiſtory of the Life and Death of 
Saints ; Thar I cannot, bur Recommend 
it to all the Servants of Chriſt, as the 
moſt excellent Kule of Lite, and as the 
Ground oft the moſt C 'onſolarory Hope in 
Death , and that the very Diſcourſe of 
it may be upon the Deceaſed Chriſtian 
Friend, a Memorial of Honour z And fo 
I mott Humbly Recommend ir to the 
Relations of all the Friends of the. ſo" 
many lately Removed $ervants of God, 
and of this Particular one, on the occaſion 
of whoſe Death ir is Publiſhed ; through 
Him, who though the Erzernal Liver, as 
the Sz of God, without» Begrnning, of 
End of” Days ; vet in out Nature, ae 
Dead tor Qur - lakes but behold He is 
": % "_ 
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Alive for Evermore ; 'Even. ſo have afl- 
his.  Servants'\ Reafon to ſay z Even fo 
Amen. And He+ hath the Keys of Hell; 


and Death , Let Him Lay -H:is Hand on 


the [Servants of God in this Diſcourſe, 
and Bleſs it- ro Them; 'and on his Ser- 
vants of all States and Conditions ; faying 
unto them, - Fear not. And to "Him 'be 
Glory for Ever. PLN 


THE END. 4% 


C\lnce the. Einiſhng and Printing this forego: 

going Diſcourſe , * it hath pleaſed the 
Jupreme Lord of his Servants State 1n this 
Work. to /ay bis Prohibition oz the Honoura- 
ble Sw. Edward Harley , 'to ccmttinue 677 
longer im bis Service bere , to thoſe Memory, 
although 1 am every way. obliged ;, yet in Ho- 
nour to. Him 1 ſhall ogly ſay , Sir Edward 
Harley the Servant of God is*Dead. 0h 
That:many-fuch may be found #nto bis King- 
Aom' in Þ1iy Service. ' 


"43.3. Ri R A1 BAL: 
The lefler Faylrs of the Prefs, let the 
"Reader pleaſe ro Correct, and Norte theſe; 
Preface Page 2. line-18,r, Mr. T. Gouge. 
Pag..9. 1. 2. at the hottom, #. 72 Tf, p. 17, 
1.” 5. Bot. blot wn, p. 21. 1. 16. Jwy, p. 23. 
L 7-.hlot are, p. 33. Bot. 2d. t.:abridgerh, as 
bideth, p. 27. Bot.l. 8, 7 ud gn), P41, 
9. betore Her. when, 1. 12. f.oben,r, then, | 
19 after them, r, vis. Saints: 


—_ 


ere et 


oy 


£ 


